


IMMEDIATE  
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

South Block, 
New Delhi — 110 011 

Subject: Appointment of Chief Information Commissioner in the 
Central Information Commission 

Reference is invited to the DoPT's proposal contained in the note dated 
17.04.2014 at page 6/n in the DoPT's File No. 4/7/2014-IR, on the subject 
mentioned above. 

2. 	The Prime Minister has indicated that the meeting of the selection 
committee for the appointment of Chief Information Commissioner may be 
fixed at 1800 hours on 30.04.2014. 

■-•••••••• 

3. 	DoPT's File No. 4/7/2014-IR with 1(one) other File/Folder, is returned 
herewith. 

(Dheer j(3upta) 
Joint Secretary to PM 

Tel. No. 23015944 

Secretary, Department of Personnel & Training 

PMO ID no. 600131/C139/2013-ES.2 (Vol.3) 	 Dated: 24.04.2014 





• Agenda note for the meeting of the Selection Committee for the post of Chief 

Information Commissioner 

Smt. Sushma Singh, Chief Information Commissioner, Central Information 

Commission is due to retire on 21.05.2014. As per Section 12(2) of the RTI Act, the 

Central Information Commission shall have the Chief Information Commissioner 

and upto ten Information Commissioners. It is necessary to select new Chief 

Information Commissioner by 21.05.2014. 

	

2. 	Section 12(3) of the Act stipulates that the Chief Information Commissioner 

and the Information Commissioners shall be appointment by the President on 

the recommendation of a Committee consisting of the following: 

(i) The Prime Minister who shall be the Chairman of the Committee, 

(ii) The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and 

(iii) A Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

	

3. 	The Prime Minister has nominated Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister for Law and 

Justice on the Selection Committee. The composition of the Selection 

Committee will be as under: 

(i) The Prime Minister who shall be the Chairman of the Committee, 

(ii) The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and 

(iii) Union Minister for Law and Justice. 

	

4. 	Sub-sections (5) and (6) of Section 12 provide that the Chief Information 

Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be persons of eminence in 

public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and 

technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media or 

administration and governance. A Commissioner should not be a Member of 

Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union territory or hold 

any other office of profit or connected with any political party or carrying on 

any business or pursuing any profession. 



• 5. 	Sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 13 provide that the Chief Information 

Commissioner and Information Commissioners can hold office for a term of five 

years or till the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. An Information 

Commissioner, on vacating his office can be appointed as the Chief Information 

Commissioner subject to the condition that his term of office shall not be more 

than five years in aggregate as Information Commissioner and the Chief 

Information Commissioner. 

6. At the time when selection of the Chief Information Commissioner was to 

be made in September 2010, the Commission had passed a resolution to the 

effect that the Chief Information Commissioner should be selected from 

amongst the Central Information Commissioners. Although, no formal decision 

was taken on the resolution, on that occasion, Shri A.N. Tiwari, who was holding 

the post of Information Commissioner was selected as Chief Information 

Commissioner. Subsequently also, Shri Satyananda Mishra who was holding the 

post of Information Commissioner was selected to the post of Chief Information 

Commissioner. Same practice was followed in the selection of Smt. Deepak 

Sandhu in September, 2013 and that of Smt. Sushma Singh in December, 2013. 

7. Details of persons holding the post of Information Commissioner in the 

Central Information Commission as on 25.4.2014 are given below: 

SI.No Name of Information 

Commissioner 

Date of Birth Date 	of 

Appointment 

Date 	of 

retirement 

1.  Shri Rajiv Mathur 23.08.1949 01.03.2012 22.08.2014 

2.  Shri Vijai Sharma 02.12.1950 01.03.2012 01.12.2015 

3.  Shri Basant Seth 16.02.1952 01.03.2012 15.02.2017 

4.  Shri Yashovardhan Azad 12.3.1954 22.11.2013 21.11.2018 

5.  Shri Sharat Sabharwal 23.9.1952 22.11.2013 22.09.2017 

6.  Ms. Manjula Prasher 16.1.1953 22.11.2013 15.1.2018 

7.  Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 1.1.1952 22.11.2013 31.12.2017 

8.  Shri Madabhushi 

Sridhar Acharyulu 

10.11.1956 22.11.2013 21.11.2018 



8. Bio-Data of the existing Information Commissioners in the Central 

Information Commissioners is enclosed [Annexure 'AT 

9. Submitted for consideration of the Selection Committee. 



Name 

Date of Birth 

Rajiv Mathur 

23rd August, 1949 

Education Qualification MA (Political Science) 
F 

Area of Eminence Administration and governance 

Experience 

o Belonged to the 1972 batch of IPS, UP cadre and served for six years in the State, during the course of 
which, and remained posted as incharge of an armed battalion, and held charge of district policing. In 1978, 
joined Intelligence Bureau on deputation under the Earmarking Scheme (EMS) of the Government. 

o Remained posted in Shillong, Gangtok and at IB Hqrs, and acquired several decades of experience in its 
various divisions with specialized experience in administration, governance and national security related 
issues. 

o Was Director, Intelligence Bureau for a two year term from December 31, 2008. As DIB, had the unique 
opportunity of being privy to almost all aspects of governance and rendered advice on sensitive issues to the 
senior-most echelons of the government. 

o Successfully coordinated operation with the State DGPs in a bid to stem the tide of terrorist actions in the 
hinterland, a task which required considerable administrative acumen and exemplary team work. 

o Was instrumental in revamping the Intelligence set up and raising the quality of intelligence gathering and 
sharing. Also galvanized the IB machinery and provided leadership to the organization to face challenges. 

o Acquired considerable international experience, having served for over three years with the Ministry of 
External Affairs, as Counselor, Embassy of India, Washington DC and as Chairman of the Asia Pacific 
World Regional Office, New Delhi, of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (ICAP) for two years. 

o Recipient of the Indian Police Medal for Meritorious Service and the President's Police Medal for 
Distinguished Service. 

Shri Rajiv Mathur 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.6, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone:- 011 - 26105682 
E-mail :- rajiv(dot)mathur[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 



o Major Initiatives some transformational, as illustrated by the following : 
■ Wrote White Paper for Controlling Pollution in Delhi : for converting the public transport system 

from conventional fuels to CNG (1997). 

International Processes : Conceived and drafted the U.N Guidelines for compliance with and 

Shri Vijai Sharma 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.4, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26106140 
E-mail : - vijai(dot)sharma[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

   

Name 

Date of Birth 

Education Qualification 

Area of Eminence 

Vijai Sharma 

 

  

2nd December 1950 

 

o LL.M., Harvard Law School, Harvard 
University, USA 

o LL.M., University College London, UK 
o LL.B., Lucknow University 
o B.Sc., Lucknow University 

(a) Administration and Governance, and (b) Law 

 

 

   

Experience 

o Expert Member, National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi 

o Public Service in !.A.S.: Recent posting was as Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of 
Environment & Forests (2008-10). Worked as Joint Secretary (1995-2001) in the same Ministry. 
Growing public interest in sustainability issues led to engage civil society productively and resolve 
information bottlenecks. As Additional/ Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat (2005-08), apart from 
servicing the Cabinet and its Committees, improved public service delivery systems, e.g., the 
procedures for renewal and issuance of passports. Was Secretary to State Government of UP for 
Environment, Housing and Energy. Had assignments in agricultural financing, cooperative banking and 
manufacturing. Also had a posting in the United Nations Environment Programme. 

o Law : Education in law at University College London and Harvard Law School. Was instrumental in 
formulating the system for international emission trading and the Clean Development Mechanism as 
Coordinator & Spokesperson for the "Group of 77 & China" in the Kyoto Protocol debate (1995-2001). 
In the early years did district/sub-division court-work painstakingly. Posted to the State Chief 
Secretary's Branch for personnel and Cabinet matters (1979-81). 

o Information : The jurisprudence of right-based information, including exemption from disclosure 
issues, was handled during stint in the Cabinet Secretariat when the RTI Act was taking off. Later, as 
Secretary, Environment & Forests, deployed technology effectively to enhance transparency, 
accountability and access to information. 



enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (2001), and the Delhi Ministerial 
Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable Development (2002). 

■ Institutions set up : the National Environmental Appellate Authority (1997), the National Ganga 
River Basin Authority (2009) and the National Green Tribunal (2010). 

■ India's Profile : the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change in New Delhi (2002) and the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity in Hyderabad (2012) resulted from the personal initiative. 

■ Law and Policy : Drafted statutory norms for biomedical, plastics and solid wastes, noise, 
hazardous substances and chemical accidents, environmental clearances, coastal 
management housing policy for U.P, and protocol for managing government lands. 

o Publications : Wrote op-ed articles for leading dailies and co-authored The Forts of India (Collins 
London,1986) and The Forts of Bhundelkhand (Rupa & Co., 2006). 



• 

 

Shri Basant Seth 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.8, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26160943 
E-mail : - b(dot)seth[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 
i 

Name Basant Seth 

f 
Date of Birth 16 Feb 1952 

i 

Education Qualification 

o Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management 
o Chartered Accountancy 
o Bachelor of Science 

I 
Area of Eminence 

Banking & Finance, Management, Administration & 
Governance 

f 
Achievements / Work done / Experience : 

o Qualified Chartered Accountant with a Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management having over 37 years 
experience in the areas of Banking & Finance, Corporate and Taxation Laws, Accounting Standards, Audit 
Functions, Compliance, Administration etc. 

o Joined Bank of India, a Public Sector Bank as Direct Recruit Officer in April 1974. Held various positions at 
field level including overseas posting and in administrative offices, posted as General Manager and Chief 
Financial officer of the Bank from October 21, 2002 to April 30, 2006 and thereafter as Chief Risk Officer 
upto February 28, 2007. 

o Deputy Managing Director, Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) from March 01, 2007 to 
August 30, 2009. This was a Board Level appointment at par with whole time Directors of Public Sector 
Banks. 

o Chairman & Managing Director, Syndicate Bank from August 31, 2009 to February 29, 2012. 

Others : 

o Was Bank of India's nominee on the Board of Directors of Indo-Zambian Bank, a joint venture with the 
Government of Zambia and on Commonwealth Finance Corporation Ltd., a company located in Hong Kong. 

o Worked as Member of Auditing and Assurance Standards Board and also Study Group on International 
Financial Reporting Standards constituted by Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and Committee on 
Taxation constituted by Indian Banks Association. 



• 

 

Shri Yashovardhan Azad 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.329, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

Phone :- 011 - 26162662 
Telefax :- 011 - 26717356 

E-mail :- yashovardhanazad[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Yashovardhan Azad 

Date of Birth 12th March, 1954 

Education Qualification 

o 
o 
o 

B.A.(Hons) Economics, Delhi University 
M.A.(Economics), Delhi School of Economics 
Master in Management, Asian Institute of 
Management, Manila 

Area of Eminence Administration, Governance and Business Management 

Work Experience 

o Member of 1976 batch of Indian Police Service — Madhya Pradesh Cadre. Served in various capacities in the 
State: 

■ as Superintendent of Police in four districts supervising crime, law and order and related issues (1979-
1986). 

■ as Deputy Inspector General of Police, Bhopal range covering four districts i.e. Bhopal, Sehore, Raisen 
and Vidisha (1994-96 ). 

■ as Director, Youth and Sports, Government of Madhya Pradesh (1996-97 ). 

o Inducted as Deputy Secretary/ Director, Joint Intelligence Committee, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India 
(1986-92) 

o Served as Special Assistant to the Union Minister of Environment, Government of India (1992-1993) 

o Joined the Intelligence Bureau in 1997 - dealt with a range of issues pertaining to National Security while serving 
at various desks. Later served as Additional Director/ Special Director, Intelligence Bureau (2008-12), supervising/ 
handling various fields relating to Governance, Management and National Security 

o Last posting as Secretary (Security), Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India (2012-13). In the same capacity 
was designated as the Convener of National Crisis Management Committee, headed by the Cabinet Secretary 



r • Ah 
AIWards 

Recipient of the 

o President's Police Medal for Distinguished service in 2002. 

o Indian Police Medal for Meritorious service in 1994. 



• 

Shri Sharat Sabharwal 
Information Commissioner 

305, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan, 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066 

E-mail :- sharat(dot)s[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Shri Sharat Sabharwal 

Date of Birth September 23, 1952 

0 BA (Hons) Economics 
Educational Qualification 	o M.A (Political Science) 

o Shri Sharat Sabharwal joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1975. After serving in various positions in 
the Permanent Mission of India to the UN in Geneva and the Indian Missions in Madagascar, France 
and Mauritius, he was Director / Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi from 
1990 to 1995. The positions held by him in the more recent years have been Deputy High 
Commissioner of India in Pakistan (1995-99), Deputy Permanent Representative of India to the UN in 
Geneva (1999-2002), Ambassador of India to Uzbekistan (2002-2005) and Additional 
Secretary/Special Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs (September 2005-March 2009). 

O Shri Sabharwal was High Commissioner of India to Pakistan from April 2009 to June 2013. 

o Shri Sabharwal has been Deputy leader/member of the Indian delegations to the UN General 
Assembly, the erstwhile UN Commission on Human Rights, International Labour Conference and 
World Health Assembly. He was also Deputy Leader of the Indian delegation to the International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent held in Geneva in October 1999 and member of the 
Indian delegation to the World Conference against Racism, held in Durban in September 2001. 



Name 

Service 

Date of Birth 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 

Indian Postal Service, 1976 batch 

16th Jan, 1953 

o M.A. History from the Punjab University — 1971 
— 1973 

o B.A. (Hons.) History from Punjab University-
1968-1971 

o Diploma in French language from Punjab 
University 

o Certificate course in German language 
o Attended the National Defence College at New 

Delhi for an eleven-month course 

Education Qualification 

• 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.307, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail m(dot)prasher[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Experience in administration, governance and postal management 

o Worked as Secretary to Govt. of India, Department of Posts from 1.11.2011 to 31.1.2013 and as ex-officio 
Director General Posts and Chairperson of the Postal Services Board, during this period 

o In this capacity, the officer was responsible for administering a department of nearly half a million 
employees and a network of 1.55 lakh post offices 

o As Chairman of the Inter-ministerial Steering Committee, the officer led the implementation of the India Post 
Technology project to streamline work at post offices and increase employees' efficiency 

o The Department of Posts receives approximately 50,000 RTI applications a year. These were effectively 
monitored and the public grievance settlement mechanism was strengthened. Implemented the Central 
Assistant Public Information Officer module in 4,700 post offices to increase accountability in the access to 
information 

o The Department received the National E-Governance Award for 2012-13 for outstanding performance in 
citizen-centric service delivery 

Representing the Department of Posts at international fora 

o The officer led the Indian delegation to the Universal Postal Union in Berne, Switzerland in November 2012 
to participate in multilateral discussions on Postal issues including Financial Services, e-Commerce and the 



development of ICTs, as well as on bilateral cooperation between India Post and Swiss Post 

o Impetus was given to bilateral cooperation. Discussions were held with representatives of Pakistan Post on 
trade facilitation through postal channels, opening of new routes to exchange mails & parcels, postal 
reforms and Philately. Also led the India delegation during meetings of the Pan African Postal Union 
(PAPU), a restricted Union of the UPU, at Ethiopia in 2012 

o The India — Israel Joint Commemorative Stamp on completion of 25 years of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries was released. Bilateral dialogue was held on promotion of e-Commerce, Financial 
Services and cooperation with Israel Post 

o In September-October 2012, the officer led the delegation from India to the 25th Universal Postal Union 
Congress, the supreme body of the Union, at Doha, Qatar 



• 

Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.308, 2nd  Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan, 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066 

Phone :- 011 - 26717353 
Fax :- 011 - 26106276 

E-mail makhan(dot)yusufi[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 

Date of Birth 01-01-1952 

Educational Qualification 

o B.Sc.(Hons) 
o LL.B.(Hons) 
o Advocate - practised No. of years at various 

Courts of Law 
o Indian Legal Service cadre - 1988 (ILS-1988) 

Area of Eminence 1 40 Years Legal Experience 

o Shri M. A. Khan Yusufi joined the Central Information Commission as Information Commissioner on 22nd 
November, 2013. Prior to joining the Central Information Commission,has been a Chairperson, Airport 
Appellate Tribunal, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Safdarjung Airport, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi. 
w.e.f. 03.02.2012 to 22.11.2013. 

o Apart from above, also discharged the duties of the following assignments/posts on the 
appointment, as such : 

■ Jt. Secretary & Legal Adviser in the Ministry of Law and Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs and tendered legal advice to various Ministries/Departments Govt. of India, such as, 
M/o. Home Affairs, M/o. Finance, M/o. Urban Development, M/o. Commerce & Industry, 
M/o. Information & Broadcasting, M/o. Corporate Affairs, M/o. Human Rescore 
Development, M/o. Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, DoPT, etc. 

• Chief Vigilance Officer for 6 years in Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs. 

■ First Appellate Authority  under RTI Act-2005 for 6 yrs in M/o. Law & Justice. 

• Sole Arbitrator dealt no. of arbitration cases assigned by Law Secretary along with other 
functions. 

• In-charge of the Judicial Section, Department of Legal Affairs, M/o. Law & Justice for 
empanelment of various kind of Govt. counsel and even appointment of Law Officers as 



Attorney General of India, Solicitor General & Additional Solicitor General, etc. 

Member- Appellate Tribunal Foreign Exchange, M/o. Law & Justice, Janpath, New 
Delhi. 

Member (Law) of Mines Tribunal in Ministry of Mines, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

Legal Adviser, M/o. Labour & Employment, New Delhi. 

Nodal Officer of Sixth Pay Commission in Ministry of Law & Justice. 

Arbitrator- in the Directorate General of Supplies & Disposal (DGS&D) 

• On being deputation, as Director (L) in Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizer and advised 
them on various references and also conducted and supervised their litigation pending in 
various Courts of Law in Delhi/New Delhi and outside Delhi. 

Deputy Director (Litigation) and Estate Officer in the Directorate of Estates in the 
Ministry of Urban Development 

After having being selected through UPSC as Assistant Legal Adviser (Grade IV of ILS) 
in Indian Legal Service, worked as Senior Counsel of CPWD, Ministry of Urban 
Development advising on the subject of Arbitration Act 1940, Companies Act, 1956, 
Partnership Act, 1935 and also acted as Senior Counsel and appeared and argued on their 
behalf before various- arbitrators. Also acted as Administrative Officer of the said unit of 
CPWD. 

■ Worked in litigation side of Ministry of Law & Justice in various courts of Law i.e. District 
Courts, High Courts and even Supreme Court as an official of Law Ministry and dealt with 
the Govt. cases with thorough knowledge of law. 

Achievements 

o As Chairperson  of AAT, heard and decided no. of land cases  pertaining to encroachment of 
Airports Authority of India's land spread all over India. 

• As First Appellate Authority  (FAA) in M/o. Law & Justice, Department of Law, heard and 
decided thousands Appeals filed u/s 19(1) of RTI Act 2005 after due notices to the parties 
concerned. 

• Also attended no. of Conferences, Seminars & Meetings held in Delhi and even in foreign  
countries  on various subjects of law including Intellectual Property Rights.  on behalf of Law 
Ministry 

• Dealt with no. of Vigilance cases  on being appointed as Chief Vigilance Officer in Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi. 

• Deputy Director (Lit)- Directorate of Estates, M/o. Urban Development, acted as their Legal 
Adviser and also discharged duties of Estate Officer and decided thousands of eviction  
cases under the provisions of PP Act -1971 after due notice to the parties concerned. 



/ 

Prof. Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.315, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail :- madabhushisridhar[at]gov(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 

Date of Birth 10 Nov, 1956 

o Professor (Dr.) Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu (known with pen name Madabhushi Sridhar) is an 
Author of 30 books on Law & Journalism both in English and Telugu languages. He was professor of law 
at National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR) University of Law at Hyderabad till 20th 
November 2013 which he resigned to take up the position of Central Information Commissioner at New 
Delhi on 22nd November 2013. 

o He wrote four books on Right to Information subject. He was a resource person at training workshops on 
Right to Information for the Information Commissioners organized by National Law School of India, 
Bengaluru and Center for Good Governance, Hyderabad. He was training different administrative officers, 
scientists, engineers and academicians at Administrative Staff College of India ASCI Hyderabad on RTI. 
Some of his popular books are: Right to Information-Law and Practice, Nirbhaya Act, Legal Language, 
Law of Expression, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. Professor Sridhar is given Best Teacher Award by 
Andhra Pradesh Government in September 2013. 

o A double post graduate with LL.M., and M.C.J (Journalism) from Osmania University, Madabhushi 
achieved FIVE Gold Medals in all. Madabhushi has penned more than 100 research articles, developed 
lessons in Media Law and Journalism, presented papers at International and National Seminars on 
subjects of socio-legal importance and a columnist both in English and Vernacular Telugu on socio-legal 
issues in Daily Newspapers and the web journals. He wrote edit page articles in Eenadu, the Largest 
Circulated Telugu Daily and Property Law matters in Deccan Chronicle, Indian Express, The Hindu and 
The Hans India, Hyderabad. Besides, he also designed and presented various legal awareness programs 
on popular tv channels like ETV and HMTV. His BhoomiKosam(---for land) program on HMTV has spread 
awareness about land rights in AP. He wrote several articles on media and law in www.thehoot.org  and 
indiacurrentaffairs.org  websites. 

o At NALSAR University of Law Hyderabad, he was coordinator of Center for Media Law and Public Policy 
and Registrar, Coordinator of NALSAR Proximate Education, MHRD Chair Professor of IPR in 2009-10. 
Prior to 2005 he was engaged by AP Government to draft legislation on Right to Information Bill. He led 
the teams to draft the legislations on Right to Redressal of Grievances, Rent Controls, Abolition of Child 
Labour and Compulsory Education, for Andhra Pradesh Government. For International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) he studied thousand judgments of District Courts on enhancement of 
compensation for Land Acquisition, and presented an analytical report, based on which a paper also was 
presented at International Workshop on Inter-linking of Rivers and Issues, at New Delhi in 2009. For ILO 
he studied the status of Contract Labour in Andhra Pradesh in 2008. Dr. Madabhushi is also associated 
with the efforts of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights in evolving recommendations on 
education of children to abolish child labour. 

o Born on 10th November 1956 to Freedom Fighter and Founder Editor of Janadharma Weekly and 
Warangal Vani Daily, Late M. S. Acharya and Mrs. Ranganayakamma, Dr Sridhar is educated in Masoom 
Ali High School, AVV Junior College, CKM College, Law College Warangal, and Osmania University, 
Hyderabad. 
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1. Private Secretary to the Prime inister. 
2. PS to MoS (PP) •A\‘'‘-\\. 
3. Sr. PPS to Secretary (Personnel 
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F. No. 4/7/2014-IR 
Government of India 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 
Department of Personnel and Training 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated 29th  April, 2014 

Meeting Notice 

Reference this Department's Meeting Notice of even number dated 
25.04.2014 intimating that the meeting of Selection Committee to select the 
Chief Information Commissioner in the Central Information Commission would 
be held at 1800 hrs. on 30.04.2014 at 7, Race Course Road, New Delhi. This 
meeting has been postponed and will now be held on 01.05.2014 at 1800 hrs at 
7, Race Course Road, New Delhi. 

2. Agenda note for the meeting has already been sent along with meeting 
notice referred to above. 

3. Kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting. 

(Archana Varma) 
Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India 

23093668 

To 

1. 	Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Leader of Opposition, Lok Sabha 
Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister for Law & Justice, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi 

Copy to: 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE 

FOR MAKING RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF 

INFORMATION COMMISSIONER IN THE CENTRAL INFORMATION 

COMMISSION 

The Committee constituted under Section 12(3) of the Right to 

Information Act, 2005 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Prime 

Minister met on 15t  May, 2014 to consider the proposal for the 

appointment of the Chief Information Commissioner in the Central 

Information Commission and recommended the name of Shri Rajiv 

Mathur for appointment as Chief Information Commissioner in the 

Central Information Commission. 

VO 

(AA Jr -et-e, 
(Sushma Swaraj) 	 (Kapil Sibal) 

Leader of Opposition, Lok Sabha 	Minister for Law and Justice 

fr't 
(Manmohan Singh) 

Prime Minister 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL & TRAINING 
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

AND PENSIONS 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

D.O.No.4/7/2014-IR 
	

Dated 1-3 May, 2014 

.0„ 
I am happy to inform you that you have been selected for 

appointment as Chief Information Commissioner in the Central 
Information Commission. Terms of appointment will be regulated in 
accordance with the provision of the Right to Information Act, 2005. You 
are requested to confirm that offer of appointment as Chief Information 
Commissioner is acceptable to you. 

2. 	I would like to invite your attention to proviso to sub-section (2) of 
Section 13 of the RTI Act, 2005 which provides that an Information 
Commissioner shall be eligible for appointment as the Chief Information 
Commissioner on vacating his office. As you are holding the post of 
Information Commissioner, before your appointment as Chief 
Information Commissioner, you will be required to vacate the office of 
Information Commissioner. 

Your ncerely, js 

(Archana Varma) 

 

Shri Rajiv Mathur, 
Information Commissioner, 
Central Information Commission, 
2nd Floor, 'B' Wing, August Kranti Bhawan, 
Bhikaji Cama Place, 
New Delhi. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL & TRAINING 
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

AND PENSIONS 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated I&1  May, 2014 

I am happy to inform, you that you have been selected for 
appointment as Chief Information Commissioner in the Central 
Information Commission. Terms of appointment will be regulated in 
accordance with the provision of the Right to information Act, 2005. You 
are requested to confirm that offer of appointment as Chief Information 
Commissioner is acceptable to you. 
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Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL & TRAINING 
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

AND PENSIONS 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

D.O.No.4/7/2014-IR 
	

Dated 134  May, 2014 

Smt. Sushma Singh, Chief Information Commissioner, Central 
Information Commission is retiring on 21.05.2014. A new Chief 
Information Commissioner is to be appointed in her place. Hon'ble 
President of India has approved the appointment of Shri Rajiv Mathur as 
the Chief Information Commissioner in the Central Information 
Commission. The new Chief Information Commissioner would have to 
be administered an Oath or affirmation as per the First Schedule of the 
Right to Information Act, 2005 by the President. A list of dignitaries who 
may be invited for the swearing-in-ceremony is enclosed. 

2. 	You are requested to inform the date and time at which Hon'ble 
President would be pleased to administer oath to the new Chief 
Information Commissioner. 

6„4 ii_e4a/aA ) 	
Yours s' erely, 

(Archana arma) 

Dr. Thomas Mathew, 
Additional Secretary, 
President Secretariat, 
Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
New Delhi. 
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• 	
Suggested list of invitees of swearing in ceremony of Chief Information Commissioner 

***** 

1. Vice President of India 

2. Prime Minister 

3. Chief Justice of India 

4. Speaker, Lok Sabha 

5. Chairperson, National Advisory Council 

6. Home Minister 

7. Law Minister 

8. Finance Minister 

9. Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha 

10. Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha 

11. MoS(PP) 

12. Smt. Sushma Singh, Outgoing Chief Information Commissioner 

13. National Security Adviser 

14. Chief Election Commissioner 

15. Chief Vigilance Commissioner 

16. Comptroller & Auditor General 

17. Attorney General 

18. Cabinet Secretary 

19. Both Election Commissioners 

20. Principal Secretary to PM 

21. Chairman, UPSC 

22. All Information Commissioners 

23. Members, UPSC 

24. Solicitor General 

25. Home Secretary 

26. Secretary(Personnel) 

27. Law Secretary 

28. Secretary, Legislative Department 

29. Director, CBI 

30. Director, IB 

31. Chief Information Commissioner designate 

32. Family of Chief Information Commissioner designate 

33. Shri R. Ramanujan, Secretary to Prime Minister 

34. Shri L. C. Goyal, Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat 

35. Establishment officer, DoPT 

36. Additional Secretary & Financial Advisor, DoPT 

37. Secretary, CIC 

38. Joint Secretary [AT & A], DOPT 
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('i1 	!1,  lax*. 

%M K* tfriPt Wr 1 	*Ala 
Rajneesh, 

Private Secretary to the President of India 
pstopresident@rb.niain 

a 0001 
Traci% ma', 
	 110004. 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi - 110004. 

Tel.: 23016097/23013172 
Fax: 23011689 

5” t ° (,0 \'` 

No.10/Per.Ce11/2014 
16 May 2014 

Dear teto.,..60.," 

Reference your letter No.4/7/2014-1R. dated 13 May 2014 regarding 
administering the oath to the new Chief Information Commissioner Shri 
Rajiv Mathur by the President. 

The President will be pleased to administer oath to the Chief 
Information Commissioner at 1130 hrs on 22 May 2014 in the Yellow 
Drawing Room of Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

Details of the programmes could kindly be fumed up with Gp Capt 
Sharad S. Sharma, Deputy Military Secretary to the President (Tel: 
23012959). 

With regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

..o 
Ms. Archana Varma 
Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
Department of Personnel & Training 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 
R.No.278-A, North Block, 
New Delhi-110001 



No.F. 4/7/2014-IR 

Government of India 

Ministry of Personnel, PG & Pensions 

Department of Personnel & Training 
**** 

North Block, New Delhi 

Dated May 16, 2014 

To 

The Gr. Capt. Sharad S. Sharma 

Dy. Military Secretary to the President 

Rashtrapati Bhavan 

New Delhi 

Sir, 

Reference Tele-conversation with the undersigned regarding oath ceremony of Chief 

Information Commissioner at 1130 hrs on 22nd  May, 2014 in the Yellow Drawing Room of 

Rashtrapati Bhavan. As discussed, the desired details are as under: 

SI. No. as 

per List 

Name 

13. National Security Adviser Sh. Shivshankar Menon 

14. Chief Election Commissioner Sh. V.S. Sampath 

15. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sh. Pradeep Kumar 

16. Comptroller & Auditor General Sh. Shashi Kant Sharma 

17. Attorney General Sh. G.E. Vahanvati 

18. Cabinet Secretary Sh. Ajit Seth 

19. Both Election Commissioners 1. Sh. H. S. Brahma 

2. Dr. Nasim Zaidi 

20. Principal Secretary to PM Sh. Pulok Chatterji 

21. Chairman, UPSC Sh. D.P. Agrawal 

22. All Information Commissioners 1. Sh. Vijay Sharma 

2. Sh. Basant Seth 

3. Sh. Yashovardhan Azad 

4. Sh. Sharat Sabharwal 

5. Ms. Manjula Prasher 

6. Sh. M.A. Khan Yusufi 

7. Prof. Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 

23. Members, UPSC 1. Smt. Rajni Razdan 

2. Smt. Alka Sirohi 

iz 



3. Prof. David R. Syiemlieh 

4. Shri Manbir Singh 

5. Shri Amar Pratap Singh 

6. Vice Admiral (Retd.) D.K. Dewan 

7. Shri Vinay Mittal 

8. Dr. (Mrs.) P. Kilemsungla 

9. Shri Chhatar Singh 

10. Prof. Hem Chandra Gupta 

24.  Solicitor General Sh. Mohan Parasaran 

25.  Home Secretary Sh. Anil Goswami 

26.  Secretary (Personal) Dr. S.K. Sarkar 

27.  Law Secretary Sh. P.K. Malhotra 

28.  Secretary, Legislative Department 

29.  Director, CBI Sh. Ranjit Sinha 

30.  Director, IB Sh. S. A. Ibrahim 

31.  Chief Information Commissioner 

designated 

Sh. Rajiv Mathur 

35.  Establishment Officer, DOPT Sh. B.P. Sharma 

36.  AS & FA, DOPT Sh. S.C. Panda 

37.  Secretary, CIC Smt. T.Y. Das 

38.  JS(AT&A), DOPT Ms. Archana Varma 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sandeep Jain) 

Director (IR) 

Tel. 2309 2755 
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sijiv Math u r 
Central Information Commissioner 

cww 

Central Information Commission 
Room No. 5, Club Building 

(Near Post Office) 
Old JNU Campus, New Delhi-110067 

Website : www.cic.gov.ln 

May 13, 2014 

Dear Ms Varma 

Kindly refer to your d.o. letter no. 4/7/2014-IR dated May 13, 2014 
regarding my selection for appointment as Chief Information 
Commissioner in the CIC. 

I confirm my acceptance to the offer of appointment as Chief 
Information Commissioner. 

With best wishes, 

Ms Archana Varma 
Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
Government of India, 
Department of Personnel & Training, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, 
North Block, 
New Delhi 110 001. 

r•-• 



fjiv Mathur 
Central Information Commissioner 	Pc1\1 

arm-4a qrzri 

Central Information Commission 
Room No. 5, Club Building 

(Near Post Office) 
Old JNU Campus, New Delhi-110067 

Website : www.cic.gov.in  

May 13, 2014 

Dear Ms Varma 

Kindly refer to your d.o. letter no. 4/7/2014-IR dated May 13, 2014 
regarding my selection for appointment as Chief Information 
Commissioner in the CIC. 

I confirm my acceptance to the offer of appointment as Chief 
Information Commissioner. 

With best wishes, 

Ms Archana Varma 
Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
Government of India, 
Department of Personnel & Training, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, 
North Block, 
New Delhi — 110 001. 



• Rajiv Mathur 
Central Information Commissioner 

13 May 2014 6:22 HP Fax 
	 page 1 	 1.  

Central Information Commission 
Room No. 5, Club Building 

(Near Post Office) 
Old JNU Campus, New Delhi-110067 

Website : www.cic.gov.in  

May 13, 2014 

Dear Ms Varma 

Kindly refer to your d.o. letter no. 4/7/2014-IR dated May 13, 2014 
regarding my selection for appointment as Chief Information 
Commissioner in the CIC. 

I confirm my acceptance to the offer of appointment as Chief 
Information Commissioner. 

With best wishes, 

Ms Archana Varma 
Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
Government of India, 
Department of Personnel & Training, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, 
North Block, 
New Delhi —110 001. 
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Tel.: 23016097/23013172 
Fax:23011689 

Dear Mo-ol". 

No.10/Per.Ce11/2014 
16 May 2014 

Reference your letter No.4/7/2014-IR dated 13 May 2014 regarding 
administering the oath to the new Chief Information Commissioner Shri 
Rajiv Mathur by the President. 

The President will be pleased to administer oath to the Chief 
Information Commissioner at 1130 hrs on 22 May 2014 in the Yellow 
Drawing Room of Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

Details of the programmes could kindly be firmed up with Gp Capt 
Sharad S. Sharma, Deputy Military Secretary to the President (Tel: 
23012959). 

With regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

- 	frieeih) 
Ms. Archana Varma 
Joint Secretary (AT&A) 
Department of Personnel & Training 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 
R.No.278-A, North Block, 
New Delhi-110001 



[TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART II, SECTION 3, SUB-SECTION (ii) OF THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, 
EXTRAORDINARY DATED/ May, 2014] 

n'7  
Government of India 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 

(Department of Personnel and Training) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Notification 

New Delhi, Delhi, the May, 2014 

S.0 	 (E).-- 	The President, on the recommendation of the committee constituted 

under sub-section (3) of section 12 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (22 of 2005 is pleased to 

appoint Shri Rajiv Mathur as the Chief Information Commissioner in the Central Information Commission 

with effect from the 22nd  day of May, 2014. 

[F.No. 4/7/2014-IR] 

(Archana Varma) 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India 

The Manger 

Government of India Press 
Mayapuri, 

New Delhi 
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MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC 
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS 

(Department of Personnel and Training) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 26th December, 2013 

S.O. 3809(E).—The President, on the 

recommendation of the committee constituted under sub-

section (3) of Section 12 of the Right to Information Act. 

2005 (22 of 2005) is pleased to appoint Smt. Sushma Singh 

as the Chief Information Commissioner in the Central 

Information Commission with effect from the 19th day of 
December, 2013. 

[F. No. 4/3/2013-1R ] 

MAMTA KUNDRA , Jt. Secy 

5396 GI/2013 

Printed by the Manager, Government of India Press, R;ng Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. 
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• Actenda note for the meeting of the Selection Committee for the post of Chief 

Information Commissioner 

Smt. Sushma Singh, Chief Information Commissioner, Central Information 

Commission is due to retire on 21.05.2014. As per Section 12(2) of the RTI Act, the 

Central Information Commission shall have the Chief Information Commissioner 

and upto ten Information Commissioners. It is necessary to select new Chief 

Information Commissioner by 21.05.2014. 

	

2. 	Section 12(3) of the Act stipulates that the Chief Information Commissioner 

and the Information Commissioners shall be appointment by the President on 

the recommendation of a Committee consisting of the following: 

(i) The Prime Minister who shall be the Chairman of the Committee, 

(ii) The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and 

(iii) A Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

	

3. 	The Prime Minister has nominated Shri Kapil Sibal, Minisier for Law and 

Justice on the Selection Committee. The composition of the Selection 

Committee will be as under: 

(i) The Prime Minister who shall be the Chairman of the Committee, 

(ii) The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and 

(iii) Union Minister for Law and Justice. 

	

4. 	Sub-sections (5) and (6) of Section 12 provide that the Chief Information 

Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be persons of eminence in 

public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and 

technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media or 

administration and governance. A Commissioner should not be a Member of 

Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union territory or hold 

any other office of profit or connected with any political party or carrying on 

any business or pursuing any profession. 



• 5. , Sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 13 provide that the Chief Information 

Commissioner and Information Commissioners can hold office for a term of five 

years or till the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. An Information 

Commissioner, on vacating his office can be appointed as the Chief Information 

Commissioner subject to the condition that his term of office shall not be more 

than five years in aggregate as Information Commissioner and the Chief 

Information Commissioner. 

6. At the time when selection of the Chief Information Commissioner was to 

be made in September 2010, the Commission had passed a resolution to the 

effect that the Chief Information Commissioner should be selected from 

amongst the Central Information Commissioners. Although, no formal decision 

was taken on the resolution, on that occasion, Shri A.N. Tiwari, who was holding 

the post of Information Commissioner was selected as Chief Information 

Commissioner. Subsequently also, Shri Satyananda Mishra who was holding the 

post of Information Commissioner was selected to the post of Chief Information 

Commissioner. Same practice was followed in the selection of Smt. Deepak 

Sandhu in September, 2013 and that of Smt. Sushma Singh in December, 2013. 

7. Details of persons holding the post of Information Commissioner in the 

Central Information Commission as on 25.4.2014 are given below: 

SI.No Name of Information 

Commissioner 

Date of Birth Date 	of 

Appointment 

Date 	of 

retirement 

1.  Shri Rajiv Mathur 23.08.1949 01.03.2012 22.08.2014 

2.  Shri Vijai Sharma 02.12.1950 01.03.2012 01.12.2015 

3.  Shri Basant Seth 16.02.1952 01.03.2012 15.02.2017 

4.  Shri Yashovardhan Azad 12.3.1954 22.11.2013 21.11.2018 

5.  Shri Sharat Sabharwal 23.9.1952 22.11.2013 22.09.2017 

6.  Ms. Manjula Prasher 16.1.1953 22.11.2013 15.1.2018 

7.  Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 1.1.1952 22.11.2013 31.12.2017 

8.  Shri Madabhushi 

Sridhar Acharyulu 

10.11.1956 22.11.2013 21.11.2018 



• 
8. Bio-Data of the existing Information Commissioners in the Central 

Information Commissioners is enclosed [Annexure 'A']. 

9. Submitted for consideration of the Selection Committee. 



Date of Birth 23rd August, 1949 

Education Qualification MA (Political Science) 

Area of Eminence Administration and governance 

CS I 

Shri Rajiv Mathur 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.6, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone:- 011 - 26105682 
E-mail :- rajiv(dot)mathur[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Rajiv Mathur 

Experience 

o Belonged to the 1972 batch of IPS, UP cadre and served for six years in the State, during the course of 
which, and remained posted as incharge of an armed battalion, and held charge of district policing. In 1978, 
joined Intelligence Bureau on deputation under the Earmarking Scheme (EMS) of the Government. 

o Remained posted in Shillong, Gangtok and at IB Hqrs, and acquired several decades of experience in its 
various divisions with specialized experience in administration, governance and national security related 
issues. 

o Was Director, Intelligence Bureau for a two year term from December 31, 2008. As DIB, had the unique 
opportunity of being privy to almost all aspects of governance and rendered advice on sensitive issues to the 
senior-most echelons of the government. 

o Successfully coordinated operation with the State DGPs in a bid to stem the tide of terrorist actions in the 
hinterland, a task which required considerable administrative acumen and exemplary team work. 

o Was instrumental in revamping the Intelligence set up and raising the quality of intelligence gathering and 
sharing. Also galvanized the IB machinery and provided leadership to the organization to face challenges. 

o Acquired considerable international experience, having served for over three years with the Ministry of 
External Affairs, as Counselor, Embassy of India, Washington DC and as Chairman of the Asia Pacific 
World Regional Office, New Delhi, of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (ICAP) for two years. 

o Recipient of the Indian Police Medal for Meritorious Service and the President's Police Medal for 
Distinguished Service. 



Shri Vijai Sharma 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.4, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26106140 
E-mail : - vijai(dot)sharma[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

  

Name 

Date of Birth 

Education Qualification 

Vijai Sharma 

2nd December 1950 

o LL.M., Harvard Law School, Harvard 
University, USA 

o LL.M., University College London, UK 
o LL.B., Lucknow University 
o B.Sc., Lucknow University 

 

  

Area of Eminence (a) Administration and Governance, and (b) Law 

Experience 

o Expert Member, National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi 

o Public Service in I.A.S. : Recent posting was as Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of 
Environment & Forests (2008-10). Worked as Joint Secretary (1995-2001) in the same Ministry. 
Growing public interest in sustainability issues led to engage civil society productively and resolve 
information bottlenecks. As Additional/ Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat (2005-08), apart from 
servicing the Cabinet and its Committees, improved public service delivery systems, e.g., the 
procedures for renewal and issuance of passports. Was Secretary to State Government of UP for 
Environment, Housing and Energy. Had assignments in agricultural financing, cooperative banking and 
manufacturing. Also had a posting in the United Nations Environment Programme. 

o Law : Education in law at University College London and Harvard Law School. Was instrumental in 
formulating the system for international emission trading and the Clean Development Mechanism as 
Coordinator & Spokesperson for the "Group of 77 & China" in the Kyoto Protocol debate (1995-2001). 
In the early years did district/sub-division court-work painstakingly. Posted to the State Chief 
Secretary's Branch for personnel and Cabinet matters (1979-81). 

o Information : The jurisprudence of right-based information, including exemption from disclosure 
issues, was handled during stint in the Cabinet Secretariat when the RTI Act was taking off. Later, as 
Secretary, Environment & Forests, deployed technology effectively to enhance transparency, 
accountability and access to information. 

o Major Initiatives some transformational, as illustrated by the following : 
■ Wrote White Paper for Controlling Pollution in Delhi : for converting the public transport system 

from conventional fuels to CNG (1997). 

International Processes : Conceived and drafted the U.N Guidelines for compliance with and 



enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (2001), and the Delhi Ministerial 
Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable Development (2002). 	 1111 

■ Institutions set up : the National Environmental Appellate Authority (1997), the National Ganga 
River Basin Authority (2009) and the National Green Tribunal (2010). 

■ India's Profile : the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change in New Delhi (2002) and the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity in Hyderabad (2012) resulted from the personal initiative. 

■ Law and Policy : Drafted statutory norms for biomedical, plastics and solid wastes, noise, 
hazardous substances and chemical accidents, environmental clearances, coastal 
management housing policy for U.P, and protocol for managing government lands. 

o Publications : Wrote op-ed articles for leading dailies and co-authored The Forts of India (Collins 
London,1986) and The Forts of Bhundelkhand (Rupa & Co., 2006). 



Shri Basant Seth 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.8, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26160943 
E-mail : - b(dot)seth[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Basant Seth 

Date of Birth 16 Feb 1952 

Education Qualification 

o Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management 
o Chartered Accountancy 
o Bachelor of Science 

Area of Eminence Banking & Finance, Management, Administration & 
Governance 

Achievements / Work done / Experience : 

o Qualified Chartered Accountant with a Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management having over 37 years 
experience in the areas of Banking & Finance, Corporate and Taxation Laws, Accounting Standards, Audit 
Functions, Compliance, Administration etc. 

o Joined Bank of India, a Public Sector Bank as Direct Recruit Officer in April 1974. Held various positions at 
field level including overseas posting and in administrative offices, posted as General Manager and Chief 
Financial officer of the Bank from October 21, 2002 to April 30, 2006 and thereafter as Chief Risk Officer 
upto February 28, 2007. 

o Deputy Managing Director, Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) from March 01, 2007 to 
August 30, 2009. This was a Board Level appointment at par with whole time Directors of Public Sector 
Banks. 

o Chairman & Managing Director, Syndicate Bank from August 31, 2009 to February 29, 2012. 

Others : 

o Was Bank of India's nominee on the Board of Directors of Indo-Zambian Bank, a joint venture with the 
Government of Zambia and on Commonwealth Finance Corporation Ltd., a company located in Hong Kong. 

o Worked as Member of Auditing and Assurance Standards Board and also Study Group on International 
Financial Reporting Standards constituted by Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and Committee on 
Taxation constituted by Indian Banks Association. 



, 

Shri Yashovardhan Azad 

Information Commissioner 
Room No.329, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 
Bhikaji Cama Place 

New Delhi - 110 066. 
Phone :- 011 - 26162662 
Telefax :- 011 - 26717356 

E-mail :- yashovardhanazad[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Yashovardhan Azad 

Date of Birth 12th March, 1954 

Education Qualification 

o 
o 
o 

B.A.(Hons) Economics, Delhi University 
M.A.(Economics), Delhi School of Economics 
Master in Management, Asian Institute of 
Management, Manila 

Area of Eminence Administration, Governance and Business Management 

Work Experience 

o Member of 1976 batch of Indian Police Service — Madhya Pradesh Cadre. Served in various capacities in the 
State: 

■ as Superintendent of Police in four districts supervising crime, law and order and related issues (1979-
1986). 

■ as Deputy Inspector General of Police, Bhopal range covering four districts i.e. Bhopal, Sehore, Raisen 
and Vidisha (1994-96 ). 

■ as Director, Youth and Sports, Government of Madhya Pradesh (1996-97 ). 

o Inducted as Deputy Secretary/ Director, Joint Intelligence Committee, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India 
(1986-92) 

o Served as Special Assistant to the Union Minister of Environment, Government of India (1992-1993) 

o Joined the Intelligence Bureau in 1997 - dealt with a range of issues pertaining to National Security while serving 
at various desks. Later served as Additional Director/ Special Director, Intelligence Bureau (2008-12), supervising/ 
handling various fields relating to Governance, Management and National Security 

o Last posting as Secretary (Security), Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India (2012-13). In the same capacity 
was designated as the Convener of National Crisis Management Committee, headed by the Cabinet Secretary 



\,\ 

Awards 

Recipient of the 

o President's Police Medal for Distinguished service in 2002. 

o Indian Police Medal for Meritorious service in 1994. 

• 



Shri Sharat Sabharwal 

Information Commissioner 
305, II Floor, 

August Kranti Bhavan, 
Bhikaji Cama Place 

New Delhi - 110 066 
E-mail :- sharat(dot)s[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Shri Sharat Sabharwal 

Date of Birth September 23, 1952 

o BA (Hons) Economics 
Educational Qualification 	o M.A (Political Science) 

o Shri Sharat Sabharwal joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1975. After serving in various positions in 
the Permanent Mission of India to the UN in Geneva and the Indian Missions in Madagascar, France 
and Mauritius, he was Director / Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi from 
1990 to 1995. The positions held by him in the more recent years have been Deputy High 
Commissioner of India in Pakistan (1995-99), Deputy Permanent Representative of India to the UN in 
Geneva (1999-2002), Ambassador of India to Uzbekistan (2002-2005) and Additional 
Secretary/Special Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs (September 2005-March 2009). 

o Shri Sabharwal was High Commissioner of India to Pakistan from April 2009 to June 2013. 

o Shri Sabharwal has been Deputy leader/member of the Indian delegations to the UN General 
Assembly, the erstwhile UN Commission on Human Rights, International Labour Conference and 
World Health Assembly. He was also Deputy Leader of the Indian delegation to the International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent held in Geneva in October 1999 and member of the 
Indian delegation to the World Conference against Racism, held in Durban in September 2001. 



Name 

Service 

Date of Birth 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 

Indian Postal Service, 1976 batch 

16th Jan, 1953 

o M.A. History from the Punjab University —1971 
— 1973 

o B.A. (Hons.) History from Punjab University —
1968-1971 

o Diploma in French language from Punjab 
University 

o Certificate course in German language 
o Attended the National Defence College at New 

Delhi for an eleven-month course 

Education Qualification 

I- 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.307, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail :- m(dot)prasher[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Experience in administration, governance and postal management 

o Worked as Secretary to Govt. of India, Department of Posts from 1.11.2011 to 31.1.2013 and as ex-officio 
Director General Posts and Chairperson of the Postal Services Board, during this period 

o In this capacity, the officer was responsible for administering a department of nearly half a million 
employees and a network of 1.55 lakh post offices 

o As Chairman of the Inter-ministerial Steering Committee, the officer led the implementation of the India Post 
Technology project to streamline work at post offices and increase employees' efficiency 

o The Department of Posts receives approximately 50,000 RTI applications a year. These were effectively 
monitored and the public grievance settlement mechanism was strengthened. Implemented the Central 
Assistant Public Information Officer module in 4,700 post offices to increase accountability in the access to 
information 

o The Department received the National E-Governance Award for 2012-13 for outstanding performance in 
citizen-centric service delivery 

Representing the Department of Posts at international fora 

o The officer led the Indian delegation to the Universal Postal Union in Berne, Switzerland in November 2012 
to participate in multilateral discussions on Postal issues including Financial Services, e-Commerce and the 



development of ICTs, as well as on bilateral cooperation between India Post and Swiss Post 

• 
o Impetus was given to bilateral cooperation. Discussions were held with representatives of Pakistan Post on 

trade facilitation through postal channels, opening of new routes to exchange mails & parcels, postal 
reforms and Philately. Also led the India delegation during meetings of the Pan African Postal Union 
(PAPU), a restricted Union of the UPU, at Ethiopia in 2012 

o The India — Israel Joint Commemorative Stamp on completion of 25 years of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries was released. Bilateral dialogue was held on promotion of e-Commerce, Financial 
Services and cooperation with Israel Post 

o In September-October 2012, the officer led the delegation from India to the 25th Universal Postal Union 
Congress, the supreme body of the Union, at Doha, Qatar 



Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.308, 2nd  Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan, 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066 

Phone :- 011 - 26717353 
Fax :- 011 - 26106276 

E-mail :- makhan(dot)yusufi[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name ' Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 

Date of of Birth 01-01-1952 

Educational Qualification 

o B.Sc.(Hons) 
o LL.B.(Hons) 
o Advocate - practised No. of years at various 

Courts of Law 
o Indian Legal Service cadre - 1988 (ILS-1988) 

  

Area of Eminence 40 Years Legal Experience 

o Shri M. A. Khan Yusufi joined the Central Information Commission as Information Commissioner on 22nd 
November, 2013. Prior to joining the Central Information Commission,has been a Chairperson, Airport 
Appellate Tribunal, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Safdarjung Airport, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi. 
w.e.f. 03.02.2012 to 22.11.2013. 

o Apart from above, also discharged the duties of the following assignments/posts on the 
appointment, as such : 

• Jt. Secretary & Legal Adviser in the Ministry of Law and Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs and tendered legal advice to various Ministries/Departments Govt. of India, such as, 
M/o. Home Affairs, M/o. Finance, M/o. Urban Development, M/o. Commerce & Industry, 
M/o. Information & Broadcasting, M/o. Corporate Affairs, M/o. Human Rescore 
Development, M/o. Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, DoPT, etc. 

■ Chief Vigilance Officer for 6 years in Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs. 

■ First Appellate Authority  under RTI Act-2005 for 6 yrs in M/o. Law & Justice. 

• Sole Arbitrator dealt no. of arbitration cases assigned by Law Secretary along with other 
functions. 

• In-charge of the Judicial Section, Department of Legal Affairs, M/o. Law & Justice for 
empanelment of various kind of Govt. counsel and even appointment of Law Officers as 



Attorney General of India, Solicitor General & Additional Solicitor General, etc. 4  
• Member- Appellate Tribunal Foreign Exchange, M/o. Law & Justice, Janpath, New 

Delhi. 

■ Member (Law) of Mines Tribunal in Ministry of Mines, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

■ Legal Adviser, M/o. Labour & Employment, New Delhi. 

■ Nodal Officer of Sixth Pay Commission in Ministry of Law & Justice. 

• Arbitrator- in the Directorate General of Supplies & Disposal (DGS&D) 

■ On being deputation, as Director (L) in Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizer and advised 
them on various references and also conducted and supervised their litigation pending in 
various Courts of Law in Delhi/New Delhi and outside Delhi. 

• Deputy Director (Litigation) and Estate Officer in the Directorate of Estates in the 
Ministry of Urban Development 

■ After having being selected through UPSC as Assistant Legal Adviser (Grade IV of ILS) 
in Indian Legal Service, worked as Senior Counsel of CPWD, Ministry of Urban 
Development advising on the subject of Arbitration Act 1940, Companies Act, 1956, 
Partnership Act, 1935 and also acted as Senior Counsel and appeared and argued on their 
behalf before various- arbitrators. Also acted as Administrative Officer of the said unit of 
CPWD. 

• Worked in litigation side of Ministry of Law & Justice in various courts of Law i.e. District 
Courts, High Courts and even Supreme Court as an official of Law Ministry and dealt with 
the Govt. cases with thorough knowledge of law. 

Achievements 

o As Chairperson  of AAT, heard and decided no. of land cases  pertaining to encroachment of 
Airports Authority of India's land spread all over India. 

• As First Appellate Authority  (FAA) in M/o. Law & Justice, Department of Law, heard and 
decided thousands Appeals filed u/s 19(1) of RTI Act 2005 after due notices to the parties 
concerned. 

• Also attended no. of Conferences, Seminars & Meetings held in Delhi and even in foreign 
countries  on various subjects of law including Intellectual Property Rights.  on behalf of Law 
Ministry 

• Dealt with no. of Vigilance cases  on being appointed as Chief Vigilance Officer in Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi. 

• Deputy Director (Lit)- Directorate of Estates, M/o. Urban Development, acted as their Legal 
Adviser and also discharged duties of Estate Officer and decided thousands of eviction 
cases under the provisions of PP Act -1971 after due notice to the parties concerned. 



Prof. Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.315, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail :- madabhushisridhar[at]gov(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 

Date of Birth 10 Nov, 1956 

o Professor (Dr.) Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu (known with pen name Madabhushi Sridhar) is an 
Author of 30 books on Law & Journalism both in English and Telugu languages. He was professor of law 
at National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR) University of Law at Hyderabad till 20th 
November 2013 which he resigned to take up the position of Central Information Commissioner at New 
Delhi on 22nd November 2013. 

o He wrote four books on Right to Information subject. He was a resource person at training workshops on 
Right to Information for the Information Commissioners organized by National Law School of India, 
Bengaluru and Center for Good Governance, Hyderabad. He was training different administrative officers, 
scientists, engineers and academicians at Administrative Staff College of India ASCI Hyderabad on RTI. 
Some of his popular books are: Right to Information-Law and Practice, Nirbhaya Act, Legal Language, 
Law of Expression, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. Professor Sridhar is given Best Teacher Award by 
Andhra Pradesh Government in September 2013. 

o A double post graduate with LL.M., and M.C.J (Journalism) from Osmania University, Madabhushi 
achieved FIVE Gold Medals in all. Madabhushi has penned more than 100 research articles, developed 
lessons in Media Law and Journalism, presented papers at International and National Seminars on 
subjects of socio-legal importance and a columnist both in English and Vernacular Telugu on socio-legal 
issues in Daily Newspapers and the web journals. He wrote edit page articles in Eenadu, the Largest 
Circulated Telugu Daily and Property Law matters in Deccan Chronicle, Indian Express, The Hindu and 
The Hans India, Hyderabad. Besides, he also designed and presented various legal awareness programs 
on popular tv channels like ETV and HMTV. His BhoomiKosam(=for land) program on HMTV has spread 
awareness about land rights in AP. He wrote several articles on media and law in www.thehoot.org  and 
indiacurrentaffairs.org  websites. 

o At NALSAR University of Law Hyderabad, he was coordinator of Center for Media Law and Public Policy 
and Registrar, Coordinator of NALSAR Proximate Education, MHRD Chair Professor of IPR in 2009-10. 
Prior to 2005 he was engaged by AP Government to draft legislation on Right to Information Bill. He led 
the teams to draft the legislations on Right to Redressal of Grievances, Rent Controls, Abolition of Child 
Labour and Compulsory Education, for Andhra Pradesh Government. For International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) he studied thousand judgments of District Courts on enhancement of 
compensation for Land Acquisition, and presented an analytical report, based on which a paper also was 
presented at International Workshop on Inter-linking of Rivers and Issues, at New Delhi in 2009. For ILO 
he studied the status of Contract Labour in Andhra Pradesh in 2008. Dr. Madabhushi is also associated 
with the efforts of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights in evolving recommendations on 
education of children to abolish child labour. 

o Born on 10th November 1956 to Freedom Fighter and Founder Editor of Janadharma Weekly and 
Warangal Vani Daily, Late M. S. Acharya and Mrs. Ranganayakamma, Dr Sridhar is educated in Masoom 
Ali High School, AVV Junior College, CKM College, Law College Warangal, and Osmania University, 
Hyderabad. 
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Ministry of Law and Justice, Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi. 

• Deputy Director (Lit)- Directorate of Estates, M/o. Urban Development, acted as 
their Legal Adviser and also discharged duties of Estate Officer and decided 
thousands of eviction cases under the provisions of PP Act -1971 after due notice to 
the parties concerned. 
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Prof. Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.315, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail :- madabhushisridhar[at]gov(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 

Date of Birth 10 Nov, 1956 

o Professor (Dr.) Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu (known with pen name Madabhushi 
Sridhar) is an Author of 30 books on Law & Journalism both in English and Telugu 
languages. He was professor of law at National Academy of Legal Studies and Research 
(NALSAR) University of Law at Hyderabad till 20th November 2013 which he resigned to take 
up the position of Central Information Commissioner at New Delhi on 22nd November 2013. 

o He wrote four books on Right to Information subject. He was a resource person at training 
workshops on Right to Information for the Information Commissioners organized by National 
Law School of India, Bengaluru and Center for Good Governance, Hyderabad. He was 
training different administrative officers, scientists, engineers and academicians at 
Administrative Staff College of India ASCI Hyderabad on RTI. Some of his popular books are: 
Right to Information-Law and Practice, Nirbhaya Act, Legal Language, Law of Expression, 
and Alternative Dispute Resolution. Professor Sridhar is given Best Teacher Award by 
Andhra Pradesh Government in September 2013. 

o A double post graduate with LL.M., and M.C.J (Journalism) from Osmania University, 
Madabhushi achieved FIVE Gold Medals in all. Madabhushi has penned more than 100 
research articles, developed lessons in Media Law and Journalism, presented papers at 
International and National Seminars on subjects of socio-legal importance and a columnist 
both in English and Vernacular Telugu on socio-legal issues in Daily Newspapers and the 
web journals. He wrote edit page articles in Eenadu, the Largest Circulated Telugu Daily and 
Property Law matters in Deccan Chronicle, Indian Express, The Hindu and The Hans India, 
Hyderabad. Besides, he also designed and presented various legal awareness programs on 
popular tv channels like ETV and HMTV. His BhoomiKosam(=for land) program on HMTV 
has spread awareness about land rights in AP. He wrote several articles on media and law in 
www.thehoot.org  and indiacurrentaffairs.org  websites. 

o At NALSAR University of Law Hyderabad, he was coordinator of Center for Media Law and 
Public Policy and Registrar, Coordinator of NALSAR Proximate Education, MHRD Chair 
Professor of IPR in 2009-10. Prior to 2005 he was engaged by AP Government to draft 
legislation on Right to Information Bill. He led the teams to draft the legislations on Right to 
Redressal of Grievances, Rent Controls, Abolition of Child Labour and Compulsory 
Education, for Andhra Pradesh Government. For International Water Management Institute 

httio://cic.gov.in/CIC-Cv/cv-ic-sa.htm 	 02-07-2014 
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(IWMI) he studied thousand judgments of District Courts on enhancement of compensation 
for Land Acquisition, and presented an analytical report, based on which a paper also was 
presented at International Workshop on Inter-linking of Rivers and Issues, at New Delhi in 
2009. For ILO he studied the status of Contract Labour in Andhra Pradesh in 2008. Dr. 
Madabhushi is also associated with the efforts of National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights in evolving recommendations on education of children to abolish child labour. 

o Born on 10th November 1956 to Freedom Fighter and Founder Editor of Janadharma Weekly 
and Warangal Vani Daily, Late M. S. Acharya and Mrs. Ranganayakamma, Dr Sridhar is 
educated in Masoom Ali High School, AW Junior College, CKM College, Law College 
Warangal, and Osmania University, Hyderabad. 
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No. 4/4/2014-IR 
Government of India 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances ano Pensions 
Department of Personnel and Training 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated 12th June, 2014 

Office Memorandum 

Subject: - Appointment of Information Commissioners in the Central Information 
Commission. 

The Union of India is in the process of making appointments to the post of 

Information Commissioners in Central Information Commissidn. 

	

2. 	As per Section 12(3) of the Act, the Chief information Commissioner and 
Information Commlisioners shall be appointed by the President on the 
recommendation of a committee consisting of— 

(I) the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the committee; 

(ii) the. Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; and 

(iii) a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that 

where the Leader of Opposition in the House of the People has not been 

recognised as such, the Leader of the single largest group in_aPoosition of the  

Government in the House of the People shall be deemed to be the Leader of  

Opposition, 

	

3. 	Lok Sabha Secretariat Is requested to kindly clarify whether any leader of 

opposition in , the Lok Sabha has been recognized. If the leader of opposition in the 

Lok Sabha has not been recognized as such, it is requested to kindly intimate the 

name of the leader of the single largest group in opposition of the Government in 

Lok Sabha, for the purpose of selection of Information Commissioners as per the RTI 

Act. 

(Sandeep Join) 
Director (IR) 

23092755 

To 

Shri V. R. Ramesh, 
Joint Secretary, 
(Table Office) 
46-A, Parliament House 
New Delhi 

" 



1 
MOST IMMEDIATE 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
[TABLE OFFICE (B)1  

Subject: 	Information regarding Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha. 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel 
& Training may refer to their OM No.4/4/2014-1R dated 12 June, 2014 on the above 
subject. 

2. As on date, there is no Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha. Indian National 
Congress with a strength of 44 members is, however, the single largest party in 
opposition to the Government in Lok Sabha. As per information received from the party, 
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge is the Leader of Indian National Congress in Lok Sabha. 

3. Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel 
& Training may see for information. 

c24a_777. 
114- 

(RAVINDRA GARIMELLA) 
DIRECTOR 

Phone: 23034858 
Fax: 23093287 

mis 	o Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Personnel & 
Tr ming [Shri Sandeep Jain, Director (IR)], North Block, New Delhi. 
L.S.S. U.O. No.46/2/2014/T(B) dated the 19 June, 2014 
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

South Block, 
New Delhi — 110 011 

Subject: Appointment of Chief Information Commissioner in the 
Central Information Commission. 

Reference is invited to the note dated 15.07.2014 of Department 
of Personnel & Training on file No. 4/7/2014-IR on the subject cited 
above. 

2. The Prime Minister has nominated Shri Arun Jaitley, Union 
Cabinet Minister of Finance, Corporate Affairs and Defence, as the 
Member of the Selection Committee under of Section 12(3) of the RTI 
Act. 

3. The undersigned is directed to convey that the matter shall be 
resubmitted for a decision on date of meeting of Selection Committee, s  
after the issue raised in para 6 of the aforesaid note is decided. 

4. The file/folder No. 4/7/2014-IR of the Department of Personnel & 
Training is returned herewith. 

(V. Sheshadri) 
Director 

Tel. No. 2301 3485 

Secretary, Department of Personnel & Training 

PMO ID no. 600/31/Ca: /201" -ES.2 Q(?1, 3) 
39 

Dated. 21.07.2014 
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AGENDA NOTE FOR THE MEETING OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE FOR 
THE POST OF CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER 

Shri Rajiv Mathur, the present Chief Information Commissioner of the Central 
Information Commission, will be completing his tenure on 22.8.2014. As per Section 
12(2) of the RTI Act 2005, the Central Information Commission shall have one Chief 
Information Commissioner and up to 10 Central Information Commissioners. It is 
necessary to select the new Chief Information Commissioner by 22.8.2014. 

2. 	Section 12 (3) of the RTI Act stipulates that the Chief Information Commissioner 
shall be appointed by the President on the recommendation of a Committee consisting 
of:- 

(i) The Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairman of the Committee; 
(ii) The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; and 
(iii) A Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

2.1 	Further, as per explanation below Section 12(3) of the RTI Act, 2005, for the 
purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that where the leader of the 
Opposition in the House of the People has not been recognised as such, the Leader of 
the single largest group in opposition of the Government in the House of the People shall 
be deemed to be the leader of opposition. 

2.2 	The Prime Minister has nominated Shri Arun Jaitley, Minister of Finance, 
Corporate Affairs and Defence to the Selection Committee. On the issue of Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, it has been clarified by the Ministry of Law (Department of 
Legal Affairs) that the leader of the single largest party in opposition in Lok Sabha can 
be considered as the leader of single largest group in opposition in Lok Sabha, for the 
limited purpose of Section 12(3) of the RTI ACT, 2005. Thus, the composition of the 
Selection Committee will be as under: 

(i) The Prime Minister, Chairman of the Committee; 
(ii) Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, the Leader of Indian National Congress in Lok Sabha- 

Member, and 
(iii) Shri Arun Jaitley,Union Minister of.Finance, Corporate Affairs and Defence- 

Member 

3. 	Sub-sections (5) & (6) of Section 12 of the RTI Act provide that the Chief 
Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be persons of 
eminence in public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and 
technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media or administration and 
governance. The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner 
shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union 



a 
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Territory, as the case may be, or hold any office of profit or connected with any political 
party or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession. 

4. Sub-sections (1) & (2) of Section 13 of the Act provide that the Chief Information 
Commissioner and Information Commissioners can hold office for a term of 5 years or 
till the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. An Information Commissioner, on vacating 
his office, can be appointed as the Chief Information Commissioner subject to the 
condition that his term of office shall not be more than five years in aggregate as 
Information Commissioner and Chief Information Commissioner. 

5. At the time when selection of the Chief Information Commissioner was to be 
made in September, 2010, the Commission had passed a resolution to the effect that 
the Chief Information Commissioner should be selected from amongst the Information 
Commissioners. Although, no formal decision was taken on the resolution, on that 
occasion, Shri A.N.Tiwari, who was holding the post of Information Commissioner was 
selected as Chief Information Commissioner. Thereafter, the same practice was 
followed in the selection of subsequent Chief Information Commissioners viz. Shri 
Satyanand Mishra (December, 2010), Smt. Deepak Sandhu (September, 2013), Smt. 
Sushma Singh (December, 2013) and Shri Rajiv Mathur (May, 2014). 

6. Details of persons holding the post of Information Commissioner as on 	 

is given below:- 

SI.No Name Date of 
Birth 

Date of 
Appointme 
nt 

Date of 
retirement 

Field of 
Excellence 

1.  Shri Vijai Sharma, 
IC 

02.12.1950 01.03.2012 01.12.2015 Administration 

2.  Shri Basant Seth, 
IC 

16.02.1952 01.03.2012 15.02.2017 Management 

3.  Shri Yashvardhan 
Azad, IC 

12.03.1954 22.12.2013 21.12.2018 Administration 

4.  Shri Sharat 
Sabharwal, IC 

23.09.1952 22.12.2013 22.09.2017 Administration 

5.  Ms. Manjula 
Prasher, IC 

16.01.1953 22.12.2013 15.01.2018 Administration 

6.  Shri M.A. Khan 
Yusufi, IC 

01.01.1952 22.12.2013 31.12.2016 Law 

7.  Shri Madabhusi 
Sridhar Acharyulu, 
IC 

10.01.1956 22.12.2013 21.12.2018 Law 

7. Bio-data of the existing Information Commissioners in the Central Information 
Commission is enclosed (Annexure-A). 

8. Submitted for consideration of the Selection Committee. 
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Shri Vijai Sharma 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.4, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26106140 
E-mail : - vijai(dot)sharma[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name 

Date of Birth 

Education Qualification 

Area of Eminence 

Vijai Sharma 

2nd December 1950 

o LL.M., Harvard Law School, Harvard 
University, USA 

o LL.M., University College London, UK 
o LL.B., Lucknow University 
o B.Sc., Lucknow University 

(a) Administration and Governance, and (b) Law 

  

  

Experience 

o Expert Member, National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi 

o Public Service in I.A.S. : Recent posting was as Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of 
Environment & Forests (2008-10). Worked as Joint Secretary (1995-2001) in the same Ministry. 
Growing public interest in sustainability issues led to engage civil society productively and resolve 
information bottlenecks. As Additional/ Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat (2005-08), apart from 
servicing the Cabinet and its Committees, improved public service delivery systems, e.g., the 
procedures for renewal and issuance of passports. Was Secretary to State Government of UP for 
Environment, Housing and Energy. Had assignments in agricultural financing, cooperative banking and 
manufacturing. Also had a posting in the United Nations Environment Programme. 

o Law : Education in law at University College London and Harvard Law School. Was instrumental in 
formulating the system for international emission trading and the Clean Development Mechanism as 
Coordinator & Spokesperson for the "Group of 77 & China" in the Kyoto Protocol debate (1995-2001). 
In the early years did district/sub-division court-work painstakingly. Posted to the State Chief 
Secretary's Branch for personnel and Cabinet matters (1979-81). 

o Information : The jurisprudence of right-based information, including exemption from disclosure 
issues, was handled during stint in the Cabinet Secretariat when the RTI Act was taking off. Later, as 
Secretary, Environment & Forests, deployed technology effectively to enhance transparency, 
accountability and access to information. 

o Major Initiatives some transformational, as illustrated by the following : 
• Wrote White Paper for Controlling Pollution in Delhi : for converting the public transport system 

from conventional fuels to CNG (1997). 

International Processes : Conceived and drafted the U.N Guidelines for compliance with and 



enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (2001), and the Delhi Ministerial 
Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable Development (2002). 

■ Institutions set up : the National Environmental Appellate Authority (1997), the National Ganga 
River Basin Authority (2009) and the National Green Tribunal (2010). 

■ India's Profile : the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change in New Delhi (2002) and the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity in Hyderabad (2012) resulted from the personal initiative. 

■ Law and Policy : Drafted statutory norms for biomedical, plastics and solid wastes, noise, 
hazardous substances and chemical accidents, environmental clearances, coastal 
management housing policy for U.P, and protocol for managing government lands. 

o Publications : Wrote op-ed articles for leading dailies and co-authored The Forts of India (Collins 
London,1986) and The Forts of Bhundelkhand (Rupa & Co., 2006). 



• 

Shri Basant Seth 
Information Commissioner 
Room No.8, Club Building, 

Old JNU Campus 
New Delhi - 110 067. 

Phone: - 011 - 26160943 
E-mail : - b(dot)seth[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 
i 

Name Basant Seth 

Date of Birth 16 Feb 1952 

Education Qualification 

o Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management 
o Chartered Accountancy 
o Bachelor of Science 

r 
Area of Eminence 

Banking & Finance, Management, Administration & 
Governance 

Achievements / Work done / Experience : 

o Qualified Chartered Accountant with a Post Graduate Diploma in Bank Management having over 37 years 
experience in the areas of Banking & Finance, Corporate and Taxation Laws, Accounting Standards, Audit 
Functions, Compliance, Administration etc. 

o Joined Bank of India, a Public Sector Bank as Direct Recruit Officer in April 1974. Held various positions at 
field level including overseas posting and in administrative offices, posted as General Manager and Chief 
Financial officer of the Bank from October 21, 2002 to April 30, 2006 and thereafter as Chief Risk Officer 
upto February 28, 2007. 

o Deputy Managing Director, Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) from March 01, 2007 to 
August 30, 2009. This was a Board Level appointment at par with whole time Directors of Public Sector 
Banks. 

o Chairman & Managing Director, Syndicate Bank from August 31, 2009 to February 29, 2012. 

Others : 

o Was Bank of India's nominee on the Board of Directors of Indo-Zambian Bank, a joint venture with the 
Government of Zambia and on Commonwealth Finance Corporation Ltd., a company located in Hong Kong. 

o Worked as Member of Auditing and Assurance Standards Board and also Study Group on International 
Financial Reporting Standards constituted by Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and Committee on 
Taxation constituted by Indian Banks Association. 



Education Qualification 

Area of Eminence 

o B.A.(Hons) Economics, Delhi University 
o M.A.(Economics), Delhi School of Economics 
o Master in Management, Asian Institute of 

Management, Manila 

Administration, Governance and Business Management 

• 

Shri Yashovardhan Azad 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.329, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

Phone :- 011 - 26162662 
Telefax :- 011 - 26717356 

E-mail :- yashovardhanazad[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

  

Name Yashovardhan Azad 

 

Date of Birth 12th March, 1954 

  

Work Experience 

o Member of 1976 batch of Indian Police Service — Madhya Pradesh Cadre. Served in various capacities in the 
State: 

• as Superintendent of Police in four districts supervising crime, law and order and related issues (1979-
1986). 

■ as Deputy Inspector General of Police, Bhopal range covering four districts i.e. Bhopal, Sehore, Raisen 
and Vidisha (1994-96 ). 

■ as Director, Youth and Sports, Government of Madhya Pradesh (1996-97 ). 

o Inducted as Deputy Secretary/ Director, Joint Intelligence Committee, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India 
(1986-92) 

o Served as Special Assistant to the Union Minister of Environment, Government of India (1992-1993) 

o Joined the Intelligence Bureau in 1997 - dealt with a range of issues pertaining to National Security while serving 
at various desks. Later served as Additional Director/ Special Director, Intelligence Bureau (2008-12), supervising/ 
handling various fields relating to Governance, Management and National Security 

o Last posting as Secretary (Security), Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India (2012-13). In the same capacity 
was designated as the Convener of National Crisis Management Committee, headed by the Cabinet Secretary 



Aw.ds 

Recipient of the 

o President's Police Medal for Distinguished service in 2002. 

o Indian Police Medal for Meritorious service in 1994. 



• 

Shri Sharat Sabharwal 
Information Commissioner 

305, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan, 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066 

E-mail sharat(dot)s[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Shri Sharat Sabharwal 

Date of Birth September 23, 1952 

Educational Qualification 
o BA (Hons) Economics 
o M.A (Political Science) 

o Shri Sharat Sabharwal joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1975. After serving in various positions in 
the Permanent Mission of India to the UN in Geneva and the Indian Missions in Madagascar, France 
and Mauritius, he was Director / Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi from 
1990 to 1995. The positions held by him in the more recent years have been Deputy High 
Commissioner of India in Pakistan (1995-99), Deputy Permanent Representative of India to the UN in 
Geneva (1999-2002), Ambassador of India to Uzbekistan (2002-2005) and Additional 
Secretary/Special Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs (September 2005-March 2009). 

o Shri Sabharwal was High Commissioner of India to Pakistan from April 2009 to June 2013. 

o Shri Sabharwal has been Deputy leader/member of the Indian delegations to the UN General 
Assembly, the erstwhile UN Commission on Human Rights, International Labour Conference and 
World Health Assembly. He was also Deputy Leader of the Indian delegation to the International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent held in Geneva in October 1999 and member of the 
Indian delegation to the World Conference against Racism, held in Durban in September 2001. 



Name 

Service 

Date of Birth 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 

Indian Postal Service, 1976 batch 

16th Jan, 1953 

o M.A. History from the Punjab University —1971 
— 1973 

o B.A. (Hons.) History from Punjab University —
1968-1971 

o Diploma in French language from Punjab 
University 

o Certificate course in German language 
o Attended the National Defence College at New 

Delhi for an eleven-month course 

Education Qualification 

• 

Mrs Manjula Prasher 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.307, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail m(dot)prasher[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Experience in administration, governance and postal management 

o Worked as Secretary to Govt. of India, Department of Posts from 1.11.2011 to 31.1.2013 and as ex-officio 
Director General Posts and Chairperson of the Postal Services Board, during this period 

o In this capacity, the officer was responsible for administering a department of nearly half a million 
employees and a network of 1.55 lakh post offices 

o As Chairman of the Inter-ministerial Steering Committee, the officer led the implementation of the India Post 
Technology project to streamline work at post offices and increase employees' efficiency 

o The Department of Posts receives approximately 50,000 RTI applications a year. These were effectively 
monitored and the public grievance settlement mechanism was strengthened. Implemented the Central 
Assistant Public Information Officer module in 4,700 post offices to increase accountability in the access to 
information 

o The Department received the National E-Governance Award for 2012-13 for outstanding performance in 
citizen-centric service delivery 

Representing the Department of Posts at international fora 

o The officer led the Indian delegation to the Universal Postal Union in Berne, Switzerland in November 2012 
to participate in multilateral discussions on Postal issues including Financial Services, e-Commerce and the 



development of ICTs, as well as on bilateral cooperation between India Post and Swiss Post 

o Impetus was given to bilateral cooperation. Discussions were held with representatives of Pakistan Post on 
trade facilitation through postal channels, opening of new routes to exchange mails & parcels, postal 
reforms and Philately. Also led the India delegation during meetings of the Pan African Postal Union 
(PAPU), a restricted Union of the UPU, at Ethiopia in 2012 

o The India — Israel Joint Commemorative Stamp on completion of 25 years of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries was released. Bilateral dialogue was held on promotion of e-Commerce, Financial 
Services and cooperation with Israel Post 

o In September-October 2012, the officer led the delegation from India to the 25th Universal Postal Union 
Congress, the supreme body of the Union, at Doha, Qatar 



• 

Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.308, 2nd  Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan, 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066 

Phone :- 011 - 26717353 
Fax :- 011 - 26106276 

E-mail :- makhan(dot)yusufi[at]nic(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Shri M.A. Khan Yusufi 

Date of Birth 01-01-1952 

  

 

o B.Sc.(Hons) 
o LL.B.(Hons) 
o Advocate - practised No. of years at various 

Courts of Law 
o Indian Legal Service cadre - 1988 (ILS-1988) 

Educational Qualification 

 

Area of Eminence 40 Years Legal Experience 

  

o Shri M. A. Khan Yusufi joined the Central Information Commission as Information Commissioner on 22nd 
November, 2013. Prior to joining the Central Information Commission,has been a Chairperson, Airport 
Appellate Tribunal, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Safdarjung Airport, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi. 
w.e.f. 03.02.2012 to 22.11.2013. 

o Apart from above, also discharged the duties of the following assignments/posts on the 
appointment, as such : 

Jt. Secretary & Legal Adviser in the Ministry of Law and Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs and tendered legal advice to various Ministries/Departments Govt. of India, such as, 
M/o. Home Affairs, M/o. Finance, M/o. Urban Development, M/o. Commerce & Industry, 
M/o. Information & Broadcasting, M/o. Corporate Affairs, M/o. Human Rescore 
Development, M/o. Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, DoPT, etc. 

Chief Vigilance Officer for 6 years in Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of Legal 
Affairs. 

• First Appellate Authority  under RTI Act-2005 for 6 yrs in M/o. Law & Justice. 

• Sole Arbitrator dealt no. of arbitration cases assigned by Law Secretary along with other 
functions. 

• In-charge of the Judicial Section, Department of Legal Affairs, M/o. Law & Justice for 
empanelment of various kind of Govt. counsel and even appointment of Law Officers as 



Attorney General of India, Solicitor General & Additional Solicitor General, etc. 

• Member- Appellate Tribunal Foreign Exchange, M/o. Law & Justice, Janpath, New 
Delhi. 

■ Member (Law) of Mines Tribunal in Ministry of Mines, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

• Legal Adviser, M/o. Labour & Employment, New Delhi. 

■ Nodal Officer of Sixth Pay Commission in Ministry of Law & Justice. 

■ Arbitrator- in the Directorate General of Supplies & Disposal (DGS&D) 

On being deputation, as Director (L) in Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizer and advised 
them on various references and also conducted and supervised their litigation pending in 
various Courts of Law in Delhi/New Delhi and outside Delhi. 

■ Deputy Director (Litigation) and Estate Officer in the Directorate of Estates in the 
Ministry of Urban Development 

After having being selected through UPSC as Assistant Legal Adviser (Grade IV of ILS) 
in Indian Legal Service, worked as Senior Counsel of CPWD, Ministry of Urban 
Development advising on the subject of Arbitration Act 1940, Companies Act, 1956, 
Partnership Act, 1935 and also acted as Senior Counsel and appeared and argued on their 
behalf before various- arbitrators. Also acted as Administrative Officer of the said unit of 
CPWD. 

■ Worked in litigation side of Ministry of Law & Justice in various courts of Law i.e. District 
Courts, High Courts and even Supreme Court as an official of Law Ministry and dealt with 
the Govt. cases with thorough knowledge of law. 

Achievements 

o As Chairperson  of AAT, heard and decided no. of land cases  pertaining to encroachment of 
Airports Authority of India's land spread all over India. 

• As First Appellate Authority  (FAA) in M/o. Law & Justice, Department of Law, heard and 
decided thousands Appeals filed u/s 19(1) of RTI Act 2005 after due notices to the parties 
concerned. 

• Also attended no. of Conferences, Seminars & Meetings held in Delhi and even in foreign 
countries  on various subjects of law including Intellectual Property Rights.  on behalf of Law 
Ministry 

• Dealt with no. of Vigilance cases  on being appointed as Chief Vigilance Officer in Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi. 

• Deputy Director (Lit)- Directorate of Estates, M/o. Urban Development, acted as their Legal 
Adviser and also discharged duties of Estate Officer and decided thousands of eviction 
cases under the provisions of PP Act -1971 after due notice to the parties concerned. 



Prof. Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 
Information Commissioner 

Room No.315, II Floor, 
August Kranti Bhavan 

Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi - 110 066. 

E-mail :- madabhushisridhar[at]gov(dot)in 

Curriculum Vitae 

Name Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu 	
J 

Date of Birth 10 Nov, 1956 

  

o Professor (Dr.) Madabhushanam Sridhar Acharyulu (known with pen name Madabhushi Sridhar) is an 
Author of 30 books on Law & Journalism both in English and Telugu languages. He was professor of law 
at National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR) University of Law at Hyderabad till 20th 
November 2013 which he resigned to take up the position of Central Information Commissioner at New 
Delhi on 22nd November 2013. 

o He wrote four books on Right to Information subject. He was a resource person at training workshops on 
Right to Information for the Information Commissioners organized by National Law School of India, 
Bengaluru and Center for Good Governance, Hyderabad. He was training different administrative officers, 
scientists, engineers and academicians at Administrative Staff College of India ASCI Hyderabad on RTI. 
Some of his popular books are: Right to Information-Law and Practice, Nirbhaya Act, Legal Language, 
Law of Expression, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. Professor Sridhar is given Best Teacher Award by 
Andhra Pradesh Government in September 2013. 

o A double post graduate with LL.M., and M.C.J (Journalism) from Osmania University, Madabhushi 
achieved FIVE Gold Medals in all. Madabhushi has penned more than 100 research articles, developed 
lessons in Media Law and Journalism, presented papers at International and National Seminars on 
subjects of socio-legal importance and a columnist both in English and Vernacular Telugu on socio-legal 
issues in Daily Newspapers and the web journals. He wrote edit page articles in Eenadu, the Largest 
Circulated Telugu Daily and Property Law matters in Deccan Chronicle, Indian Express, The Hindu and 
The Hans India, Hyderabad. Besides, he also designed and presented various legal awareness programs 
on popular tv channels like ETV and HMTV. His BhoomiKosam(=for land) program on HMTV has spread 
awareness about land rights in AP. He wrote several articles on media and law in www.thehoot.org  and 
indiacurrentaffairs.org  websites. 

o At NALSAR University of Law Hyderabad, he was coordinator of Center for Media Law and Public Policy 
and Registrar, Coordinator of NALSAR Proximate Education, MHRD Chair Professor of IPR in 2009-10. 
Prior to 2005 he was engaged by AP Government to draft legislation on Right to Information Bill. He led 
the teams to draft the legislations on Right to Redressal of Grievances, Rent Controls, Abolition of Child 
Labour and Compulsory Education, for Andhra Pradesh Government. For International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) he studied thousand judgments of District Courts on enhancement of 
compensation for Land Acquisition, and presented an analytical report, based on which a paper also was 
presented at International Workshop on Inter-linking of Rivers and Issues, at New Delhi in 2009. For ILO 
he studied the status of Contract Labour in Andhra Pradesh in 2008. Dr. Madabhushi is also associated 
with the efforts of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights in evolving recommendations on 
education of children to abolish child labour. 

o Born on 10th November 1956 to Freedom Fighter and Founder Editor of Janadharma Weekly and 
Warangal Vani Daily, Late M. S. Acharya and Mrs. Ranganayakamma, Dr Sridhar is educated in Masoom 
Ali High School, AW Junior College, CKM College, Law College Warangal, and Osmania University, 
Hyderabad. 
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